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Week Commencing   

2nd December 2024 

Family Payments for 2025 
 
Family payment letters for 2025 will be distributed in the next week or so, but 
please note no payments are required this year. 
 
Families are welcome to make voluntary contributions toward our swimming 
program and classroom consumables in Term 1, 2025. For camps, excursions, and 
activities, we recommend all families use the $400 School Savings Bonus from 
the Victorian Government. Eligible families are also encouraged to apply for the 
Camps, Sports, and Excursions Fund (CSEF) for additional support. 
 
Families should have started receiving emails from the government with a unique 
code to access the School Savings Bonus and allocate funds via the government 
portal. If you have multiple children at Bairnsdale West PS, their bonuses can 
be combined, and any unused funds allocated to the school will be carried 
forward to future years. 
 
To give families an idea of the 2025 costs, here are the planned activities, 
excursions, and camps: 
Å Prep: Total $85 (Includes excursions, enrichment activities, and Auskick) 
Å Grades 1 & 2: Total $100 (Includes excursions, enrichment activities, Auskick, 
and NetSetGo) 
Å Grades 3 & 4: Total $70 (Includes excursions, enrichment activities, Auskick, 
and NetSetGo) 
Å Grade 5: Total $670 (Includes excursions, enrichment 
activities, NetSetGo, Doxa Camp, and Canberra Camp) 
Å Grade 6: Total $585 (Includes excursions, enrichment 
activities, NetSetGo, Canberra Camp, and 
Graduation) 
 
For more information about the School 
Savings Bonus, visit https://www.vic.gov.au/
school-saving-bonus  
 
On Country Professional Development 
 
Thank you to the community for 
supporting staff to participate in our 
On Country professional development 
day last Friday. It was a meaningful day, 
guided by Aunty Doris Paton and her 
contacts, and a great opportunity to 
deepen our understanding of the 
Gunaikurnai peopleõs connection to land 
and water around the Sale area.  
 
Our knowledge of the true history of our local area continues to grow.  
 
Now staff know a bit more they are encouraged to pass this history onto their 
families and friends, so our wider community becomes further informed of the 
true local history .  

 

 

 

December  
 

Friday 6th  

Parents and Friends 

Meeting 3.20pm  
 

Mon 9th - Wed 11th  

Grade 5 DOXA Camp  
 

Wednesday 11th  

School Council Meeting  
 

Saturday 14th  

Christmas Street Parade  

11am  
 

Tuesday 17th  

Grade 6 Graduation 

Night  
 

Wednesday 18th  

Grade 6 Farewell and 

Achievement Awards 

Assembly  
 

Raffle Drawn  
 

Class Parties  
 

Last Day of Formal 

Classes 
 

NO CANTEEN 
 

 Thursday 19th  

NO CANTEEN 
 

Friday 20th  

2025 Class Lists Displayed  
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Community Breakfast 
 
This weekõs community breakfast was a great success.  We chose the perfect morning for it 
weather wise and  our Parent's and Friends group worked closely with our staff to put on a terrific 
event.  Our student leaders displayed their personal growth for the year in confidently drumming 
and singing to attendees. 
Thank you to everyone who attended and contributed to creating such a warm and welcoming 
atmosphere. We have included some photos on the last page.  
 
Canteen 
 
Next week is the final week for canteen. There will be no canteen on Wednesday 18th and Thursday 
19th. Linda has had some recent challenges sourcing products due to the distribution issues and this 
is why some canteen items have been unavailable.   
 
Thank You to Matt Knight 
 
Weõd like to thank literacy consultant Matt Knight, who finished his work with us for the year this 
week.  Matt has worked closely with our teachers to develop their expertise in reading. 
 In 2025, writing will become a professional learning focus for Grade 3-6 teachers and we are 
excited to continue working with Matt. 
  
Vale Colin Hood Snr. 
 
We extend our condolences to Taylah Hood (MMT) and her family on the passing of her 
grandfather, Colin Hood Snr. Colin was a significant contributor to the Bairnsdale community, and 
our thoughts are with the Hood family during this time of loss. 
 
End of the School Year 
 
The last day of formal classes for students will be Wednesday, 18th December. Thursday, 19th 
December, will be a clean-up day as we prepare for the holidays. 
 
Celebrating Our Community 
 
As we reflect on the year, we want to celebrate the many little good decisions that make our school 
a great place. Families touring the school this week commented on how comfortable and welcome 
they felt, and casual staff remarked on how inclusive and welcoming our staff, parents, and students 
are. This sense of belonging is a strength of our community, and itõs worth celebrating every day. 
 
Thank you for your ongoing support as we finish up the year.   
 
Warm regards, 
 
Huw Porter 
Acting Principal, Bairnsdale West Primary School 
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